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MAY 1, 2021, LOCAL ELECTION 
FAIRVIEW TOWN COUNCIL 

Early voting: April 19-27 Election Day Polls: May 1 − 7 am to 7 pm 

 
ABOUT THIS VOTERS GUIDE 
This Voters Guide is published by the League of Women Voters of Collin County to help citizens 
prepare to cast an informed vote. The League of Women Voters encourages informed and 
active participation in government. The League does not support or oppose any political party 
or candidate. 
 
This guide is available online at www.LWVCollin.org, along with guides for other offices that 
include all or part of Collin County.  Candidate responses for all races are also available at 
www.VOTE411.org, where you can enter an address and view a personalized ballot with races 
specific to that address. 
 
Questionnaires were sent to all candidates for each office, whether or not the race is contested. 
Candidate replies were subject to a character limit and are printed without editing or 
verification. If a candidate did not respond by the deadline, "No response received" is printed.  
Candidates were asked to avoid references to their opponents. Photos are included for 
candidates who provided them. 
 
This Voters Guide is organized by office sought, with candidates listed in alphabetical order. 
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Fairview Town Council 
2-year term, elected citywide. Must be at least 21 years old, a United States citizen, a qualified 
voter, and a resident of the city. The Town Council establishes city policy through ordinances 
and resolutions. 
 

 

Question (Uncontested Races) 
 
Priorities: Even though your race is not contested, please share your priorities for the next term 
and how you will address them. 
 

Questions (Contested Races) 
 
Strategic: What actions should the City Council take to ensure a thriving community in the long-
term? 
Economy: What types of businesses would you like to attract to the city, if any, and what 
should be done to support existing businesses? 
Finance: What would you like to change, if anything, about the city budget and taxation? 
Diversity: What will you do to ensure that diverse populations feel welcome and safe in the city 
and have a voice in city government? 
Services: What changes should be made, if any, to city services? What would it take to make 
these changes? 
Pandemic: How should the City Council balance safety and the economy during the pandemic? 
Other issues: What other important issues are facing the City Council, and how would you 
address them?   
 

 

Cynthia Brugge 
Fairview Mayor 

 

 
 
Education: Graduated from Plano High School in 1975. Attended the University of Texas at 
Austin and graduated with a BBA in Real Estate in 1979 
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Experience: I obtained my real estate license at the age of 18 in 1975. I opened the first 
mortgage brokerage firm in Dallas in 1982. I have served clients as their personal mortgage 
broker ever since. I have a brokers license and sell real estate with CB Apex 
Email: cynthia@mc-ltd.com 
Website: http://betterwithbrugge.com 
Campaign Phone: (469) 450-9986 
----- 
Strategic: The best thing we can do is to carefully manage the opportunities we have for 
growth. Fairview was originally designed to be a small town with minimum lot sizes of one acre. 
Our citizens moved to Fairview because of the low density and the beautiful trees and creeks. 
Most of our main roadways are provided by The State of Texas. This has been a great advantage 
to Fairview because roads are so expensive. Development, though inevitable should not 
dominate the character of our Town nor become a burden to the taxpayers in years to come. 
Our primary responsibility is to our citizens. 
Economy: We need to solve the problems facing our Fairview Town Center. Thousands of 
citizens have moved here but they are shopping elsewhere. With our Town Hall and Veterans 
Park, we have a beginning of a Town Square. We should explore a theme for the Town Center 
that will bring our community together. There are over 1000 high-density homes very close by 
and possibly, a lot more. We might also try opening a church with a coffee house, adding more 
festive common areas where kids can play, host car shows on weekends, sponsor concerts. 
Finance: It is imperative that we completely inform our citizens of our options before we 
proceed with financing the infrastructure of the commercial district. The estimated cost of 
Fairview’s capital improvement plan is around $20,000.000. As long as the improvements 
benefit the citizens and ensure long-term financial prosperity, Fairview citizens may see the 
long-term benefits of subsidizing the development. They are not motivated to increase their 
taxes if the end result is more traffic, more people, and increased city expenditures to 
accommodate the growth. 
Diversity: I intend to embrace all of the intellectual capital and the creativity of our citizens and 
build a strong community together. We need a volunteer base to help the council better 
understand the citizens and what they expect for the future of Fairview. We have a good start 
with making all of our citizens feel safe with a full-time police department and two fire 
departments. Our schools, sports associations and our Fairview children’s theater have really 
bridged the gap for many families moving to Fairview. 
Services: Our City services help us keep our Town functioning. We have a water department, a 
public works department and a planning and zoning department. Their dedication and their 
hard work are remarkable. As a Councilwoman, I found that there was more emphasis on how 
our staff could improve than there was on the performance in light of the massive responsibility 
they shoulder. The council and the staff need to improve their communication with the citizens 
and they need to develop ways to help them. I want to revive the Citizens Resource Group to 
help our citizens feel heard and supported. 
Pandemic: The Pandemic was unexpected and the repercussions are unknown. We do know 
that corporate America is not going back to work the same way. Companies like Frito Lay and 
General Motors are working from home. Schools have changed the way our children will be 
educated in the future. Consumers are buying on-line and municipalities are losing millions of 
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dollars of sales tax revenue to Amazon. We need to realistically study the impact and re-
imagine the future of Fairview hand in hand with our citizens. It is not too late for Fairview. 
Other issues: The most important issue facing our town is that we are living in a county where 
rampant growth is overtaking the cities. They have suddenly over the past five years become 
unrecognizable with thousands of apartments, traffic, overcrowded courthouses and 
overwhelmed city employees. We face drainage issues throughout Fairview, Lucas and Parker 
as a result of these growing cities and now Fairview is being challenged to choose wisely for our 
future. It is not too late for us.   
 

 

Henry Lessner 
Fairview Mayor 

 
No photo provided 

 
Education: BS in Electrical Engineering Former Registered Professional Engineer Certified 
Financial Planner designation 
Experience: 30 years of serving on non-profit boards in this area. Served on Fairview 
Technology Committee. 8 years of serving on Fairview Town Council. 2 years serving as 
Fairview's mayor. 
Email: henry@southportcapital.com 
Website: http://Lessner4mayor.org 
Facebook: http://lessner4mayor 
Campaign Phone: (214) 893-5360 
----- 
Strategic: Fairview needs to continue to implement its long term plan to build out the 
commercial area on the west side of Town with high quality properties. The property built in 
this area of Town will increase our taxable property base by about 50%. Fairview also needs to 
continue working through our older neighborhoods upgrading water pipes, maintaining roads, 
and working to minimize drainage issues. 
Economy: New businesses we would like are: - corporate or regional headquarters in the NW 
part of our CPDD. - offices so that there are people in the area to support our restaurants and 
stores during the lunch hour. - more restaurants and entertainment venues in our CPDD. To 
support our existing businesses: The Town has helped with changing signage rules. Fairview 
folks need to get out and spend money at them. 
Finance: Fairview is a full service Town. We have our own fire, EMS, police, and public works 
department. We have one of the lowest tax rates in the state for a full service Town. The 
Council has lowered the tax rate several times in the past ten years. As our commercial area 
builds out, I hope we continue to continue to slowly rachet down our tax rate. 
Diversity: Fairview is a welcoming community to all. As the mayor, participate in two 
diversity/inclusivity groups. Our police discuss their racial profiling report with the Council. 
Services: Fairview focuses on providing excellent basic municipal services: water, roads, first 
responders. Our one amenity is our trail system that we continue to build out. We have some 
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major challenges to go further with our trails that involve TxDot and road construction. The 
Town is in the progress of renegotiating our solid waste contract. Some of our residents have 
asked that our provider for more flexibility on sizes of the waste containers. 
Pandemic: Fairview followed the guidelines established by the Governor. At one point early in 
the pandemic, we closed our few neighborhood parks and restricted access to our Town Hall. 
The parks were reopened several months ago. Town Hall remains open by appointment only as 
Fairview has a very small, single threaded staff. We cannot afford to have more employees out 
with Covid. Town Council meetings are moving towards normalcy in April as we allow in person 
participation.....with seats set up social distanced and with a request that our residents 
continue to wear masks for a while longer. 
Other issues: 1. There are several significant road projects going on near our Town. We need to 
make sure that these road expansions don't damage our residents quality of life. 2. We have 
work to do in some of our older neighborhoods associated with roads, water, and drainage. We 
will handle these as we can within the budget and our staff's ability to implement. 3. We have 
an excellent Town staff - but it is very small and stretched thin. We need to see if adding 1-2 
more employees will help.   
 

 

Rich Connelly 
Fairview Town Council, Seat 1 

Uncontested 
 

 
 
Education: BS Accounting University of Illinois, MS Finance University of Texas at Dallas, 
Certified Public Accountant (retired) 
Experience: 45 years of executive financial management experience with Ernst & Young, Texas 
Instruments, Sterling Software, Citadel Security Software and other emerging growth 
technology companies in the DFW area. 
Email: connelly.fairview@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: (469) 854-9526 
----- 
Priorities: Find innovative cost effective solutions to improve drainage.. Keep taxes low year 
over year by continuing the town’s long history of living within the budget and diligently 
following the existing budgeting process. Appropriately fund fire, police, and public works first 
responders. Collaborate with EDC to attract the right business opportunities to the developing 
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properties along Hwy 75, with no long-term tax burden on residents. Improve Internet service 
throughout the town by increasing competition. Listen and respond to citizen concerns. 
 

 

Ricardo Doi 
Fairview Town Council, Seat 3 

 
No response received 

 

 

Jeannette Grazioli 
Fairview Town Council, Seat 3 

 
No response received 

 

 

Ken Logsdon 
Fairview Town Council, Seat 5 

Uncontested 
 

No response received 

 
 
 
 
 

You may bring this Voters Guide into the voting booth! In 1995, the Texas law prohibiting use of 
printed materials, such as this Voters Guide, in the polling place was ruled unconstitutional (Texas 

Election Code, Section 61.011) 

 

Your vote is your voice.  Be heard. 
 


