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LWV-CC New Voter Presentation Script 
 
 
SLIDE 1 
The League of Women Voters is a nonpartisan organization that encourages active participation 
in our democracy, and young voters play a critical role in this.  
 
This lesson provides concrete steps and resources for how to participate in the next election 
and elections to come.  
 
SLIDE 2 
In this presentation, you will: 

• Learn how voting affects the issues you care about 

• Find out how to register to vote 

• Identify how to be prepared to cast your ballot 
 
SLIDE 3 
What issues do you care about at the national, state and local level? 
 
This slide shows some possibilities, such as college debt, minimum wage, immigration. 
 
Even though they are shown at different levels, some of them, like environment, may be 
considered at all levels of government. The federal government may enact and enforce laws 
about clean air and clean water. The state government regulates oil and gas, and issues like 
fracking. Maybe your city offers recycling to help reduce waste. 
 
If you’re worried about college debt, the national government generally regulates school loans, 
but the states help fund public universities and may set tuition rates. Counties often support 
community colleges that offer many college courses while students can live at home. 
 
Even though the races for president, governor and other national and state officials may get the 
most publicity, sometimes the local government has a bigger impact on your daily life. So it’s 
important to know how to make your vote and your voice heard at all levels of government. 
 
SLIDE 4 
Let’s do an experiment to see how well you voice your vote. 
 
Click 
Everyone Raise Your Hand!  
You all represent the 18- to 24-year-olds in the U.S. who are eligible to vote. You are the Gen Z 
voters! 
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Click 
Everyone whose birthday is in January, February, March or April, put your hand down. 
Those who just put their hands down represent the roughly 1/3 of young people who do not 
register to vote.   
 
Click 
Everyone whose birthday is in May, June, July or August, put your hand down. 
Those who just lowered their hands are the people ages 18-24 who registered to vote, but 
when the time came for the election, they didn’t vote, for whatever reason.   
 
So the people who still have raised hands are the roughly 30% of young people between the 
ages of 18 and 24 who ACTUALLY VOTE. They are the people making the decisions for everyone 
else in the room. How do the rest of you feel? Is it OK if 1/3 of your peers make decisions for all 
of you? 
 
SLIDE 5 
Now let’s look at how your generation matches up with other generations in terms of voting 
power in 2020. 
 
Click 
According to the Pew Research Center, Generation Z is projected to make up 10% of the entire 
eligible voting population by the November 2020 presidential election. So Gen Z has 1 in 10 of 
the persons eligible to vote for president.  
 
Click 
Millennials make up 27% of the eligible voters. Millennials and Generation Z together make up 
37% of eligible voters, with more than one third of the voting power to ensure that youth issues 
– the ones you care about – are heard. 
 
Click 
Generation X makes up 25% of the eligible voters. These are probably your parents. 
 
Click, Click 
Baby Boomers and the Silent Generation – your grandparents and maybe great-grandparents – 
together make up the remaining 37%, the same as the combined Gen Z and Millenials. Because 
these generations turn out to vote in large numbers, they have a bigger voice. That’s why 
political candidates listen to them about things like Medicare, Social Security. 
 
The voting population for Gen Z will only increase in the coming years as the voting population 
of Baby Boomers and the Silent Generation decrease. So your generation will have even more 
voting power as people younger than you turn 18 in the coming years, and as you start to use 
that power by voting. 
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SLIDE 6 
Studies show that young people care about the future of our democracy. They sign petitions, 
follow campaigns on social media, support candidates with stickers or signs, and participate in 
demonstrations and marches. 
 
Voter engagement has increased for youth ages 18-24 since 2016 and was among the highest 
we've ever seen in 2018.  
 
SLIDE 7 
Here are the steps to making your voice heard. 
 
Click 
Register to vote. 
 
Click 
Make a plan. 
 
Click 
Then vote! 
 
SLIDE 8 
So, who can vote? If you can check all these off, you can register to vote in the November 
election: 

• U. S. citizen 
• At least 18 on Election Day  
• Not declared mentally incompetent 
• Not completing punishment for a felony 

 
But remember, you must register to vote: 

• In your county of residence 
• At least 30 days before Election Day 

 
SLIDE 9 
If your class is in person, you can distribute forms for the students to fill out and return.  
 
So how can you register to vote if you can’t get a form at school? In Texas you can’t completely 
register to vote online, but you can get the form you need. 

• The Secretary of State’s office is in charge of voter registration in the state. You can print 
out an application from their website, VoteTexas.gov, complete the form and mail it 
using your own stamped envelope. 

• If you don’t have a printer or envelope or stamp, you can fill out a form at 
register2vote.org and they will send you the printed application along with a stamped 
envelope ready to mail in. 
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SLIDE 10 
This is the first part of the voter registration form. 

• Be sure to check the boxes in item #1. The application cannot be processed if the 
applicant does not check the box “Are you a United States Citizen?” 

• Enter your name the same way it appears on your drivers license or other photo ID to 
use when you go to vote (we’ll talk about the ID later). 

 
SLIDE 11 
This is the second part of the form. 

• You should enter either your Texas Driver’s License Number or Texas Personal ID 
Number issued by the Texas Department of Public Safety, if you have one.  

• OR, you can enter the last four digits of your Social Security Number. 
• If you don’t have a Texas driver’s license or personal ID or Social Security Number, check 

the box stating that. You can still register to vote. 
• Be sure to read the statements in Item 9, then sign your name and enter the date you 

complete the application. 
 
SLIDE 12 
Within 30 days after your application is received, you will be mailed a voter registration card 
showing all the national, state and local government districts that you can vote in. It is not 
necessary to take the card when you go to vote if you have a valid photo ID, which we’ll talk 
about later. 
 
Once you register to vote, you don’t need to register again unless you move. You will 
automatically be mailed a new card, valid for two years, at the beginning of each even-
numbered year, like 2020. 
 
SLIDE 13 
Now that you’re registered to vote, you need to find out what’s on your ballot. The League of 
Women Voters' national nonpartisan website, VOTE411.org, has served millions of voters in 
recent years and gives you personalized voting information. Just enter your address to see the 
races and candidates that will be on your ballot.  
 
The VOTE411 Voters Guide is published by the first day of early voting. This guide is 
nonpartisan--all candidates are asked the same questions and their answers are published 
exactly how they submitted them.  
  
SLIDE 14 
VOTE411 can help you make a plan for voting. You can find links to election dates, your polling 
places, the voter ID you need, and a first-time voter checklist. 
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SLIDE 15 
Texas has a photo ID requirement. To vote in person, you must show one of these seven valid 
photo IDs, or an alternate ID. The ID cannot have expired more than 4 years before voting, 
unless the voter is 70 or older, in which case the expiration date doesn’t matter. 
 
Voters who do not have a valid photo ID can sign a form saying they have a reasonable 
impediment to being able to obtain a valid photo ID. You must show some other ID with your 
name/address on it, e.g., voter registration card, birth certificate. 
 
While the addresses on your photo ID and voter registration don’t have to match, it’s best to 
have the information up-to-date, especially your name. The name on your ID and registration 
must be substantially the same. 
 
SLIDE 16 
When you go to vote in person during early voting or on Election Day, you will need to show 
your photo ID and sign a roster. Then you will receive a plastic card or paper ballot to insert into 
a voting machine. The card or ballot is programmed with the precinct number that is on your 
voter registration card; it determines which races you can vote in. 
 
Different counties have different voting machines. Collin County and other counties now have 
new voting machines that allow voters to make their selections on electronic touch-screen 
machines, and then will print out a paper ballot with their selections to review. The paper ballot 
is then inserted into another machine that records the votes. The paper ballot is retained for 
audits if needed. You can see a video about how to use the new voting machines on the Collin 
County website. 
 
If you are unsure about what you need to do to vote, ask for help from one of the election 
workers. If there is a mistake on the paper ballot, take it to an election worker and ask for a 
new ballot. 
 
Of course, we’re all concerned about safety at the polling places these days, so be sure to check 
your county elections website to see what they’re doing to safeguard against spread of Covid-
19 at the polls. 
 
SLIDE 17 
Many counties need election workers for the upcoming election. Having insufficient election 
workers could result in fewer polling places and longer lines, creating more Covid risk for in-
person voting and alienating potential voters. When you serve as an election worker, you 
provide the county with needed resources for elections and play an important role in the 
electoral process, protecting the rights and responsibilities of voters. 
 
Regular election workers must be registered to vote in the county, so they must be at least 18 
years of age on Election Day. Training is provided, and election workers are paid for hours 
worked. 
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However, high school students who are at least 16 years of age can also serve as election 
workers. They must be U.S. citizens and have the consent of their parent or legal guardian as 
well as consent of their school principal to be excused from school. These workers also receive 
training and get paid! 
 
Check with your county elections department if you are interested in being an election worker. 
 
SLIDE 18 
Now you know how to be a voter! If you have additional questions about voting, find more 
information at lwvcollin.org/voting.  
 
Thanks for helping keep the power of our democracy in the people’s hands! 
 


