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MURPHY CITY COUNCIL 

Early voting: April 22-30 Election Day Polls: May 4 − 7 am to 7 pm 

 
ABOUT THIS VOTERS GUIDE 
This Voters Guide is published by the League of Women Voters of Collin County to help citizens 
prepare to cast an informed vote. The League of Women Voters encourages informed and 
active participation in government. The League does not support or oppose any political party 
or candidate. 
 
This guide is available online at www.LWVCollin.org, along with guides for other offices that 
include all or part of Collin County.  Candidate responses for all races are also available at 
www.VOTE411.org, where you can enter an address and view a personalized ballot with races 
specific to that address. 
 
Questionnaires were sent to all candidates for each office, whether or not the race is contested. 
Candidate replies were subject to a character limit and are printed without editing or 
verification. If a candidate did not respond by the deadline, "No response received" is printed.  
Candidates were asked to avoid references to their opponents. Photos are included for 
candidates who provided them. 
 
This Voters Guide is organized by office sought, with candidates listed in alphabetical order. 
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Murphy City Council 
3-year term, elected citywide. Must be at least 18 years old, a qualified voter, and a resident of 
the city. The City Council establishes city policy through ordinances and resolutions. 
 

 

Questions  
 
Growth: How should the City Council best balance the growth of the city with the concerns of 
residents regarding congestion? 
 
Property taxes: What adjustments should be made, if any, to property taxes? How would these 
adjustments affect city services? 
 
Demographics: How are the city’s demographics changing, and what adjustments are needed 
to city planning, if any, including housing? 
 
Vision: What is your vision for the city in 10 years, and what steps are needed to get there? 
 
Other issues: What are the most important issues you think will come before the City Council in 
the next few years? What are your views on these issues?   
 

Elizabeth Abraham 
Murphy City Council, Place 1 

 

 
 

Email: lizabraham4murphy@gmail.com  
Website: http://www.elizabethformurphy.com  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/2019MurphyElection/  
Education: B.B.A. in Real Estate and Finance from Southern Methodist University; Texas Real 
Estate Broker 

mailto:lizabraham4murphy@gmail.com
http://www.elizabethformurphy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/2019MurphyElection/
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Experience: Extensive real estate, financial and strategic planning experience from working in 
housing, banking, sales operations, and information technology space. Murphy Board of 
Adjustment (2017) and Murphy Planning & Zoning Commission (2018-20)  
----- 
Growth: As Murphy continues its growth, the balance for traffic congestion can be managed 
through careful reviews of planning and zoning requests of new and existing projects. With this 
added sense of what these new project’s impacts are, city leaders can be proactive on 
addressing concerns and engaging city staff to provide adequate analysis to make practical 
decisions. Another aspect is to engage regional and governmental partners (TXDOT, etc.) to 
work with city council on infrastructure or technology solutions. Traffic flow and signal light 
syncing are a few examples of traffic improvement options. 
Property taxes: Murphy has been burdened with increasing property taxes just like most of 
their neighbors in Collin County. One solution that can be analyzed is whether effective tax 
rates can be implemented as property values rise. If this has a detrimental effect on city 
services, it should not be adopted, but needs to be considered when property taxes are rising 
year after year. With very little remaining land to develop in Murphy, it is imperative that the 
right businesses are attracted to offset the residential tax base. City spending should also be 
carefully managed to alleviate raising tax rates. 
Demographics: Murphy has experienced rapid growth as well as an influx of diverse resident 
population in the past 10 years. Small town feel, homes on larger lots, and highly rated schools 
are what attract residents to live in Murphy. The city has made use of remaining land by 
approving more affordable housing on smaller lots. This has been done by rezoning land to 
allow for smaller lot sizes and lower home prices. Attracting businesses that will keep tax 
dollars in the city is paramount and has been accomplished over the past few years but needs 
to continue to accommodate the changing resident population. 
Vision: In 10 years, I expect that Murphy will have completed all build-out of available land and 
be fully leased out of available retail/office/commercial space with the attraction of solid tax 
generating businesses. The city will continue to attract a diverse resident population and city 
programs will develop to include these groups. Parks, roads, safety, and infrastructure will be 
priorities in terms of maintenance and tax dollar usage. I believe that the city will continue to 
retain its small town feel in comparison to its other Collin County neighbors, which is what 
makes Murphy unique! 
Other issues:   Important issues: 1) Traffic congestion will be a major concern and will require 
good partnerships and technological solutions. 2) The city will also encounter public safety 
issues and a possible rise in crime. Expansion of support services is a must to continue to 
provide residents the safety that they expect. 3) Addressing available land/lease space to 
ensure smart economic development must be a priority. The city should do all it can to promote 
small businesses so that they can succeed. 4) Maintaining aging city infrastructure will be 
challenging and require creative funding solutions. 
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Doug Davis 
Murphy City Council, Place 1 

 
No response received 

 

 

Jennifer "Jenny" Berthiaume 
Murphy City Council, Place 2 

 

 
 

Email: jenny@jennyformurphy.com  
Website: http://www.jennyformurphy.com/  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/jennyformurphy  
Education: Graduated magna cum laude from the University of Nebraska-Kearney with a 
bachelor of science in Geography. Completed post-graduate coursework in Geospatial 
Technology and a graduate certificate in Disaster Management at Georgia State University.  
Experience: Over 14 years as a geospatial and technology consultant for a global environmental 
engineering firm, working for all levels of government agencies (local, county, state, federal). 
Certified Geographic Information Systems Professional (GISP).  
----- 
Growth: Being landlocked by other municipalities means that it is a challenge to balance retail 
and residential growth with increasing traffic congestion from surrounding communities. Since 
the City is nearly built out, we need to focus on strategic planning and zoning options for the 
remaining available land to make sure it reflects the highest and best use while minimizing the 
impact of added congestion. The City recently passed a bond package with programs to help 
alleviate traffic at our major thoroughfares, including a dedicated right turn lane under 
construction at Murphy Rd and FM544.  
Property taxes: As a resident, I challenged Council with fiscally conservative policies to maintain 
the expected levels of service that residents need for the desired quality of life in Murphy. As a 
Councilmember, I continue to review our budget to prioritize spending without negatively 
impacting critical programs or cutting services. I have been proud to help reduce our property 
taxes each year that I’ve been on Council, knowing that we have a healthy reserve and that 
rising housing prices can be offset with lower City property taxes. 
Demographics: Our median age of residents has remained steady around 35, indicating that we 
continue to have a healthy mix of young adults alongside long-term residents. It is fantastic to 

mailto:jenny@jennyformurphy.com
http://www.jennyformurphy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jennyformurphy
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see so many residents who grew up in Murphy return to settle here with their young families. 
In recent years, City Council has approved a townhouse and garden home community in the 
northeast corner of the City. Otherwise, our community ranges from SF-9 (9,000 sqft) to SF-20 
(20,000 sqft) to SF-E (estate) parcels that provide a variety of single family housing choices.  
Vision: Our City is nearly built out as we move from a period of rapid growth to one of maturity 
that requires a strong maintenance and capital improvement program. The City is putting forth 
a ballot proposition this May to ask voters to consider transitioning one quarter of our sales tax 
- currently allocated to our Murphy Development District to support economic development – 
to a newly established street maintenance program. I want to focus on maintaining the 
integrity of the City with regards to utilities, homes, roads, and economic development. 
Other issues:   A continuing challenge is attracting vibrant retail options to fill our remaining 
commercial spaces. As we finish building out the City, it is important to remember that our 
older establishments need just as much love and attention as the shiny new buildings, so we 
need to prepare an economic development plan that addresses the issue of vacancy and rent 
prices. It is also imperative that we keep an eye on the issues taken up by the Texas legislature 
as they present challenges for the City’s autonomy. 
 

 

Gayathri "Gaya" Nagarajan 
Murphy City Council, Place 2 

 

 
 

Email: gayaformurphy@gmail.com  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/City.Council.Place2/  
Education: Certified Public Accountant  
Experience: I have chaired the board of Murphy Community Development Corporation and on 
the board of Murphy Development District Board.  
----- 
Growth: Over the course of more than a decade of living in Murphy, I’ve seen the city grow, 
with development turning empty fields into thriving communities of new residents. With 
increasing residential communities within Murphy’s borders, the newly elected City Council will 
be a critical point in determining the path the city takes for development throughout the 2020s. 
With the understanding that the city has limited space availability, rezoning the remaining 
spaces for commercial establishments would encourage small businesses.  
Property taxes: It is understandable that property tax is the main source of revenue for the city, 
but it is also a concern with the recent tax law changes, we have little to no benefit on our 

mailto:gayaformurphy@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/City.Council.Place2/
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property tax we pay, as there is a cap on the maximum that could be claimed as deduction. This 
poses a heavy burden on our fellow citizens. Property taxes should not raise except by way of 
real appraisals of the property. As a city we should ask for more tax appropriation from the 
county instead of accepting what is being allocated as the portion enabling the city to avoid an 
yearly increase.  
Demographics: More young couples are moving into Murphy to start their family and thus the 
population of school going kids is on the rise with ages between 5 and 17. Murphy kids go to 
Plano ISD, but they don’t have free access to Plano libraries. A portion of our property tax goes 
to benefit Plano ISD and Collin County. Why should libraries have been seen different than any 
other educational place? Likewise we don't have a recreation center with pool and so we rely 
on other cities and have been charged a hefty price. We have to consider the opportunity in 
cost lost in revenue by going to other cities. 
Vision: The City of Murphy is great as-is, but it's time for the people to take an active stance in 
bringing about change in our city. We need to identify ways and means by which we can 
introduce environmentally friendly programs to conserve water usage, reduce fuel 
consumption and thus reduce carbon emission, have alternative source of energy consumption. 
This starts at the first level - the individual. I want to take Murphy into the future as a shining 
model city of the DFW metroplex. Together we will take Murphy For a Better Tomorrow. 
Other issues: Bringing Public transportation to our city will be more critical in the upcoming 
years. I wish to see proper maintenance of roads to facilitate smoother rides. I want to 
introduce a program that would put in place solar powered city lighting to conserve energy 
which would be a great step to becoming more environmentally friendly. Replacing stop signs 
at major intersections with a circle more commonly referred to as a "roundabout", could 
possible eliminate long lines creating congestion during peak hours. We have the responsibility 
to provide a safe and secure future for our kids. 
 

 

Ken Oltmann 
Murphy City Council, Place 4 

 

 
 
Email: kenoltmann@gmail.com  
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/KenForMurphy/  

mailto:kenoltmann@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/KenForMurphy/
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Education:  My BA is in Communications from Concordia University at Austin. Also, I have 
always been continuing my education through courses, conferences and professional 
organizations. 
Experience:  20 years of work experience in communications (in utilities, fashion retail, 
education, and advocacy). 7 years serving on the Murphy Parks and Recreation Board. 
----- 
Growth: Most of the increased congestion is going to come from our neighboring cities. As far 
as growth within the City of Murphy, there are only a few large parcels of land that could be 
redeveloped into high enough density areas that would cause an increase in congestion. In 
those specific areas, I am generally opposed to changing the zoning to support higher density 
lots. I prefer to keep the few open areas as open as possible. I understand that landowners 
want to get the most money for their land, but their profits should not come at the expense of 
the character of Murphy. 
Property taxes: Property taxes are definitely a hot issue in Texas! Nobody likes paying the huge 
tax bills each year. I’m thankful that the current city leadership has worked hard to reduce the 
city tax rate. I would not advocate for any further adjustments to be made at this time. I’ve 
served on the Parks and Recreation board for many years and have seen first-hand how far the 
city stretches their dollars. We need to continue to be fiscally conservative, but its very 
important to continue to properly fund high quality city services, like our amazing police, 
fire/rescue and public works departments.  
Demographics: I’ve lived in Murphy for nearly 16 years and have come to realize that the one 
thing that makes Murphy such a great place is the people, who are rich in culture. Murphy is 
already quite diverse on many different levels and we will need to continue to listen to the 
needs and desires of everyone. I don’t think housing adjustments need to be made, as there is 
also diversity in the price and size of the existing homes in Murphy (and many residents are 
opposed to apartments). 
Vision: In 10 years, I see Murphy as an even better place to be than it is right now. But, we must 
continue to improve the community's overall quality of life. As North Texas continues to fill in, 
much of it looks the same. We must look for ways to make the physical part of the city stand 
out from our neighbors. To do this, we must stress high standards in development, support the 
success of existing businesses, encourage new unique businesses, make our city border 
entrances and business districts special, and encourage forward thinking to find even more 
ways to make Murphy unique. 
Other issues:   We have to continue to address the aging roads and sidewalks, continue to 
properly plan for the potential development on the city’s last large open tracts of land, 
continue to stay ahead of crime, and continue to provide quality services for our unique 
community. Specifically, a future city council will have to decide the re-zoning of southeast 
Murphy (I’m generally opposed to higher density housing scenarios). 
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Betty Nichols Spraggins 
Murphy City Council, Place 4 

 
No response received 

 

 

Jene' E. Butler 
Murphy City Council, Place 6 

 

 
 

Email: gods_precious6@hotmail.com  
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/Elect-Dr-Jene-Butler-for-Murphy-City-Council-Place-6-
860728110941873/  
Campaign Phone: (972) 837-0286  
Education: I completed my Bachelor of Science in Nursing, Master of Science in Nursing, and a 
Post-Master’s Certification in Nursing Education from Texas Woman's University. I have a 
Doctorate of Nursing Practice from the University of Alabama at Birmingham.  
Experience: I have served on the Murphy Parks and Recreation Board for 2 years. I currently 
serve as the chair of the board. I am a member of Tibbals Elementary PTA. I serve on many 
boards and committees at my job with a specific focus on process improvement.  
----- 
Growth: The City Council can minimize congestion by controlling the location, mass, and pace 
of growth. There needs to be a clear vision of how we want to grow as a city. Input from 
residents assists the City Council with developing strategic growth plans that reflect the 
communities wants and needs. Community input leads to action instead of a reaction to 
growth. Currently, the City Council does a great job of keeping residents informed of what is 
going on in the city. Continuing with transparency and giving citizens a voice in how we grow as 
a community can help minimize growth concerns. 
Property taxes: According to the 2019 City Budget property taxes have increased over the 
years. A decline in property taxes is predicted when Murphy is fully developed. Murphy has 
taken measures to offset the inflation of property taxes by decreasing city tax rates. If elected I 
will ensure we remain fiscally responsible with money received from property taxes so the city 
continues to deliver lower city tax rates. Money is needed to attract top talent for city staff 
positions by providing fair market value salaries and benefits. It ensures our schools are funded 
and roads, buildings, and parks maintained. 

mailto:gods_precious6@hotmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/Elect-Dr-Jene-Butler-for-Murphy-City-Council-Place-6-860728110941873/
https://www.facebook.com/Elect-Dr-Jene-Butler-for-Murphy-City-Council-Place-6-860728110941873/
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Demographics: Families with children under the age of 18 make up most of the population in 
Murphy. Development of single-family homes, great schools, and the family atmosphere are 
what attracts families to our city. As Murphy continues to grow, I would like to continue to 
focus on family oriented, community, and recreational activities. This is what sets Murphy apart 
and makes it a great place to live. Well planned development growth strategies will help attract 
businesses that can thrive in the community not only for economic gain but for the convenience 
and enjoyment of the residents. 
Vision: In the next 10 years, I see a fully developed city that has preserved its open spaces and 
maintained its charm. Murphy will be a city that celebrates its diversity and showcases the 
ability to use diversity to strengthen its communal bond. I envision a city supportive of small 
businesses, that not only provides goods, services, and economic growth but lends to the 
character of Murphy. Most importantly, I see a community where the residents remain safe and 
secure. Lastly, the City Council will continue to thoughtfully plan for the future of our city with 
flexibility, clarity, and action. 
Other issues:   One issue that may arise is the concept of Murphy becoming a smart city. Many 
cities are using technology to link environmental, economic, and social areas of life. Smart cities 
can enhance the quality of life of residents by producing immediate access to data and efficient 
services. I believe this would be a great service for the city in the future. Another issue is future 
city planning. Future developments should provide residents with diverse and convenient 
amenities. I believe future infrastructure will lead to community economic growth and self-
sufficiency. 
 

 

Andrew Chase 
Murphy City Council, Place 6 

 

 
 

Email: Utuno111@gmail.com  
Campaign Phone: (972) 948-8778  
Education: BA in Political Science MA In Secondary Education 
Experience: Former precinct chair Former member of the Board of Adjustment as well as the 
Ethics Commission Four time president of local teacher association 
----- 
Growth: There are some roads in this city that definitely need repair or widening. There are 
also some sections of thre city which need upgrades in lighting. The positioning of the school 
zone signs along Murphy road need to be changed, especially where McMillen road has access 
to Murphy road.  

mailto:Utuno111@gmail.com
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Property taxes: Remember, property taxes help pay for public education. If the state does not 
appreciably increase funds for public ed, the schools will continually have to work with 
depleted funds. As for city services, if the adjustment was not significant, I would think it would 
not negatively impact city services. 
Demographics: The city leaders obviously take pride in promoting a younger, vibrant 
population, with sufficient outlets for recreation, entertainment, etc. If that standard continues, 
and as the city fills its boundaries, some attention might need to be given to the addition of 
condominiums or townhouses. That could be another source of tax revenue, with a minimized 
land usage. 
Vision: As the population increases and gets older, I would think that a better use of 
recreational facilities would be helpful - lighted tennis courts, basketball courts, baseball fields. 
Possibly a public swimming pool. A movie theater would be great. 
Other issues: Street lighting and pavement improvements. Expanded use of the city owned 
land around city hall, the fire station and the converted Murphy school. 
 

 

Jim Otto Jr. 
Murphy City Council, Place 6 

 
No response received 

 
 

 

City of Murphy Special Election 
 

Proposition A: 
 
The adoption of a sales and use tax at the rate of one-fourth of one percent (0.25%) for the 
Murphy Municipal Development District; and concurrently authorize the adoption of a local 
sales and use tax in the City of Murphy at the rate of one-fourth of one percent (0.25%) to 
provide revenue for maintenance and repair of municipal streets. 
 
Vote Yes – For the Measure or No – Against the Measure 
 
 
 
 

You may bring this Voters Guide into the voting booth! In 1995, the Texas law prohibiting use of 
printed materials, such as this Voters Guide, in the polling place was ruled unconstitutional (Texas 
Election Code, Section 61.011) 

 

Your vote is your voice.  Be heard. 


