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US Representative District 3 
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About this Voters Guide 
This Voters Guide is published by the League of Women Voters of Collin County to 

help citizens prepare to cast an informed vote. The League of Women Voters 
encourages informed and active participation in government. The League does not 
support or oppose any political party or candidate. 

 
This guide is available online at www.lwvcollin.org, along with guides for other 

offices that include all or part of Collin County. Candidate responses for all races are 
also available at www.VOTE411.org, where you can enter an address and view a 
personalized ballot with races specific to that address. 

 
Questionnaires were sent to all candidates for each office, whether or not the race 

is contested. Candidate replies were subject to a character limit and are printed 
without editing or verification. If a candidate did not respond by the deadline, "No 
response received" is printed. Candidates were asked to avoid references to their 

opponents. Photos are included for candidates who provided them. 
 

This Voters Guide is organized by office sought, with candidates listed in 
alphabetical order, regardless of their political party. 
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US Representative District 3 
2-year term.  Must be 25 years or older, a US citizen, and a resident of Texas.  

Responsible for representing the citizens of the district in which he/she is elected in 
the US House of Representatives.  

 

 

Questions 

 
Immigration: What changes, if any, would you propose to the current immigration 

policy for (1) current undocumented residents, and (2) the over 4 million people on 
the waiting list to get a visa to enter the country? Why? 

 
Foreign Intervention: Under what circumstances should the US intervene 
militarily in a foreign conflict? 

 
Economy: What federal policies do you support to maintain a healthy economy and 

enable the public to improve their economic positions? 
 
Representation: What steps would you take to ensure that you represent all of 

your constituents? Do you participate in town hall meetings? 
 

Healthcare: What legislation would you support, if any, to ensure comprehensive, 
affordable healthcare for all Americans? 
 

Other Issues: What other issues do you believe will be most pressing in the next 
session of Congress, and what is your position on these issues? 
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Lorie Burch, Democratic Party 
 

 
 

Email: campaign@lorieburchforcongress.com  
Website: http://lorieburchforcongress.com/ 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/LorieBurchforCongress  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/LorieB4Congress  
YouTube: www.youtube.com/v/GtBxvrqtSvM  

Phone: (469) 305-2907 
Education: B.S. from Trinity University J.D. from the George Washington 

University School of Law 
Experience: Lambda Legal Leadership Committee (‘16-17), President/American 
Business Women’s Assoc. (‘13-14), Board of Trustees/SBMEF Foundation (‘11-14), 

Co-Chair/DFW Human Rights Steering Committee (‘10), Chair/NTX GLBT Chamber 
of Commerce Board of Dir. (‘08) 

 
Immigration: We need to have options for those who are here illegally and who 
have demonstrated that they are willing to comply with our laws. When we give 

these folks a pathway to citizenship instead of creating a system that forces them 
to hide from authority, we also hold them accountable to the laws of our 

communities and the economic responsibilities that come with American citizenship. 
We need legislation to create a permanent fix for roughly 800,000 Dreamers and 
DACA recipients and to grant amnesty to those who have not committed a violent 

offense. To help improve the visa backlog for family members and skilled 
professionals attempting to enter the country, I would support initiatives to expand 

the U.S. Immigration Courts’ handling of these cases. Because these courts are also 
responsible for overseeing deportation cases, we should reduce the practice of 
separating law-abiding, working immigrants from their families. This will likely 

improve the current wait times for visa applicants. 
Foreign Intervention: Diplomacy should always be our first response. It is our 

duty to those who serve in our nation’s military to be sure that we pursue peaceful 
avenues for negotiation before we ask them to risk their lives. Engaging our troops 

in foreign conflict should always be a last resort. For too long, the U.S. has 
intervened in foreign governments and attempted to police other countries. Our 
constitution states that only Congress has the power to declare war. Our Congress 

needs to be reminded of their responsibility to balance the power of the President 
and establish firmer guidelines for engaging in conflict with other countries. 

Congress should seek help from top-ranking officials of the armed services in order 
to create these guidelines. The U.S. should, of course, intervene in cases of a direct 

mailto:campaign@lorieburchforcongress.com
http://lorieburchforcongress.com/
http://www.facebook.com/LorieBurchforCongress
https://twitter.com/LorieB4Congress
http://www.youtube.com/v/GtBxvrqtSvM
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threat to the security of our nation and consider military action in cases of human 
rights violations defined by NATO - in which our allies also agree to take action. 

Economy: If we want to support the middle and lower classes, we need to invest in 
policies which will directly impact them. Education is the great equalizer in our 

nation. By opposing the voucher system and providing greater financial support to 
our public schools, we can create expanded opportunities for individuals to 
experience mobility in their economic position. We can also ease the burden on low-

income and middle-class families by providing access to affordable health care, so 
no American is forced to choose between paying their medical bills and paying their 

rent. As National President of the American Business Women’s Association (2013-
2014), I advocated for equal pay for women, particularly for women of color who 
face the greatest wage disparity. To allow us to close this gap, employers must be 

more transparent with their wages, and our government needs to hold businesses 
that are taking part in unequal payment based on gender, race, or parental status 

accountable for their actions. 
Representation: I have developed a plan for Constituent Services, which is 
available on my campaign website. This plan includes a range of services from 

voter registration drives to connecting constituents with Federal Government 
resources. I will hold regular town halls. For many in our community, it has been 

over 30 years since they had the opportunity to share their concerns with their 
Congressional Representative. I am prepared to work with everyone, regardless of 

their political affiliation, to ensure that the decisions I make in Congress are 
informed by the needs of the people. Visibility and accountability will be the 
foundations of my role. I intend to build local coalitions, by bringing together 

diverse segments of our community to engage in conversation, find common 
values, and work together toward solutions. In order to resolve conflicts, we must 

first understand and respect one another. We must talk to each other, even if (and 
especially if) we do not agree on an issue. 
Healthcare: I oppose a full repeal of all provisions of the Affordable Care Act. The 

ACA is far from perfect, but we should work to improve our current system rather 
than scrapping it and throwing the insurance market into chaos. For instance, we 

should continue to protect individuals with pre-existing conditions. Instead of 
defunding and dismantling Medicaid and Medicare, we should be expanding these 
programs. Our eventual goal should be to provide affordable health care coverage 

to all citizens. A single-payer health care system is possible in the United States, 
but this is not a change that Congress can reasonably make overnight. If we are 

going to build a long-term solution for healthcare in our country, we need to do so 
cautiously so that we are left with a system that works for everyone. For legislation 
currently in the House, I would support H.B. 676. I also support S.B.1804. 

Other Issues: Campaign finance reform needs to be a priority. We cannot expect 
our Representatives to work for us while they cater to Super PACs and special 

interests. We need a long-term legislative solution for DACA, and a path to 
citizenship for the almost 800,000 Dreamers in our country. We must also address 
the ongoing issue of family separations. Voting rights must be addressed so that all 

U.S. citizens have a voice. States like North Carolina and Texas need to end the 
practice of gerrymandering, which systematically discriminates against people of 

color. Our leaders must oppose school vouchers, and strengthen our funding for 



General Election 2018 LWV-CC Voters Guide US Representative District 3 

 Page 5 of 8 

 

 

 

public schools. Areas impacted by widespread natural disasters, including 
hurricanes and wildfires, continue to need support. Congress will need to provide 

aid to rebuild communities that are still recovering, and fund infrastructure projects 
to reduce future destruction of property and loss of life. 

 

 
Christopher Claytor, Libertarian Party 

 

 
 

Email: chris.claytor@gmail.com  
Website: www.linkedin.com/in/christopherclaytor  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/christopher.claytor  
Phone: (972) 679-7302 
Education: United States Military Academy at West Point 

Experience: Officer, United States Army 
 

Immigration: One of the principles of the Libertarian Party is open labor markets. 
Therefore, in the end, there should not be any restrictions on immigration. A free 
market for jobs would allow for people to move where the jobs are. The problem 

with this right now is that the US is a socialist welfare state and attracts more than 
just people seeking work -- it attracts people seeking handouts. We must end the 

welfare state first, then we can open the labor markets and reduce restrictions on 
immigration. The vast majority of the current undocumented residents are not a 
problem. They have jobs, they pay taxes, they are contributing members of society. 

Also, we have laws on the books already to deal with the criminal (undocumented) 
residents. Regarding the 4 million people on a waiting list to get a visa, if they have 

direct individual US citizen sponsors, who will be responsible for their financial well-
being (not the government) then we should start to let them into the country.  

Foreign Intervention: None. The US Constitution clearly states "The Congress 
shall have Power To ...raise and support Armies, but no Appropriation of Money to 
that Use shall be for a longer Term than two Years...." this coupled with the 

Preamble indicate the military should only be for defense of the United States and 
only temporary as needed to expel a specific threat. Today, in the post World War 

II era, we have been in a perpetual state of war created by the interference in 
foreign conflicts that we had no Constitutional reason to be involved in. 
Economy: Ongoing reduction of taxes is a must to support a healthy economy. The 

current administration's reduction are good start but we must do much better. In 
order to facilitate reduction of Federal taxes we must cut the size of the 

Government back to its constitutional limits. Many Departments created over the 
years are not mentioned in the Constitution and therefore should not exist. 

mailto:chris.claytor@gmail.com
http://www.linkedin.com/in/christopherclaytor
http://www.facebook.com/christopher.claytor
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Examples of Departments that should be quickly eliminated include the Department 
of Education, Health and Human Services, and Housing and Urban Development. 

Representation: The constituents of TX District 3 in Collin County Texas are 
strong independent people who have done great things in all aspects of life. Just 

think how much more could have been done had they not been held back by paying 
excessive taxes, and trying to adhere to excessive regulations. The goal is to get 
the Federal Government out of the way. I learned in the military, you either lead, 

follow, or get out of the way. The Federal Government has proven itself incapable 
of truly leading and unwilling to follow, so I will work to get it out of the way of the 

people! When elected, I will be more transparent than anyone has known. Open 
and honest (sometimes to a fault) has always been my policy. Anyone and 
everyone should feel empowered to reach out to me at any time with their concerns 

and ideas on how to shape the Federal Government to best deliver on the promises 
of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights. 

Healthcare: The Constitution does not mention that the Federal Government 
should be involved in Healthcare. The free market system (if truly a free market, 
not the government controlled one we have since Medicaid was created) would 

ensure affordable prices. In cases where even these affordable prices can not be 
paid, charitable organizations / hospitals will provide care just as they did for many 

many years before the Government took over. 
Other Issues: The government continues to waste billions of dollars fighting the 

"War on Drugs." Not only could this money be better spent, if prohibition was 
ended, the drug cartels would loose power and the ever escalating violence could 
come to an end. We did this before, we made a drug everyone wanted illegal, and 

all it did was make otherwise law-abiding citizens criminals, and created a black-
market where truly criminal elements gained money and power. Just as those 

"Gangsters" of the 20s were brought to justice as they lost money and power after 
prohibition was ended. The cartels and others in the drug trade would loose money 
and power and the senseless violence will finally come to an end. 

 

 

Jeff Simmons, Write-In Candidate 
 

No response received 
 
 

Van Taylor, Republican Party 
 

 
Email: info@vantaylor.com  
Website: http://vantaylor.com  

mailto:info@vantaylor.com
http://vantaylor.com/


General Election 2018 LWV-CC Voters Guide US Representative District 3 

 Page 7 of 8 

 

 

 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/VanForTexas  
Twitter: https://twitter.com/VanTaylorTX   

YouTube: https://www.youtube.com/user/vanfortexas/videos  
Phone: (972) 836-7986 

Education: • Harvard College - BS • Harvard Business School - MBA • Various 
Military - Sampling includes: Infantry Officer Course, Airborne, Basic Intelligence 
Officer Course, Sniper Employment Officer Course 

Experience: • Proven Conservative in the Texas Legislature • Businessman who 
knows jobs come from private sector • Family man running to protect our liberties 

& American Dream for next generation • US Marine committed to defending nation 
& keeping America safe 
 

Immigration: As a United States Marine, I served on the U.S. / Mexico border as 
part of Joint Task Force 6 and know it is not secure. In the Texas Senate, I used 

this background to pass important legislation granting Texas military personnel 
legal safeguards to protect themselves while being called upon to serve our state. I 
doggedly supported increasing border security funding at the state level and have 

also consistently fought to turn off the magnets that further entice illegal 
immigration. In Congress, I will continue to fight for meaningful safeguards on our 

borders and reject amnesty. I proudly voted repeatedly to end sanctuary cities in 
our state and we must deport criminals who entered this country illegally. 

Foreign Intervention: Having served as a Marine I know the importance of peace 
through strength and the true gravity of putting our military in harm’s way. 
America has a unique role as the world’s strongest economic and military power. 

We must lead and forge careful alliances to confront the scourge of radical Islam 
and rogue regimes. Our military is the greatest force the world has ever known 

because of the brave Americans who volunteer to defend us. We fight for freedom 
and self-determined government, in contrast to other military forces throughout 
history that fought for wealth, status, or on orders from their dictator. Washington 

must support our armed forces with the resources and equipment needed to 
accomplish their missions and keep us safe – and when our heroes return our 

nation must honor its promise to our veterans. 
Economy: As a local businessman, I know firsthand that sustained jobs growth 
comes from the private sector – not big government. Texas leads the nation in jobs 

and opportunity and Collin County is certainly at the heart of that growth. I am 
constantly inspired by the passion and dedication of our job creators to tackle the 

risks of starting their own businesses. Texas is the jobs leader not by accident but 
because of conservative leadership that removes government barriers in order to 
incentivize private innovation and unleash American’s entrepreneurial spirit. Texas 

has established a blueprint for success and Washington can learn a lot from how we 
do things in Texas. 

Representation: In the State Legislature I have always stated that my best 
legislative ideas come directly from the people I serve. As such I have maintained a 
100% meeting policy with constituents resulting in over 1,000 separate meetings 

with constituents in the last three years. Working together we authored and 
passed: • Sweeping protections for victims of domestic violence, safeguarding 

children from online sexual predators, and ending forced underage marriages in 

http://www.facebook.com/VanForTexas
https://twitter.com/VanTaylorTX
https://www.youtube.com/user/vanfortexas/videos
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Texas • A Texas Constitutional Amendment making it easier for our military to vote 
while serving overseas, increasing military ballots 150% • Legislation closing a 

loophole preventing healthcare fraud and abuse saving local taxpayers millions. • 
Sweeping ethics reform including revoking benefits from corrupt politicians If I am 

fortunate enough to be elected to United States Congress, I look forward to 
continuing my 100% meeting policy and meeting with thousands more constituents 
as we work together on policy solutions for our nation. 

Healthcare: Contrived in backroom deals and riddled with broken promises and 
false hope, former President Barack Obama, Nancy Pelosi, and their allies in 

Washington forced on the American people a $1.7 trillion dollar takeover of our 
healthcare system. While plunging our nation further into debt, Obamacare has 
most harmed those whom the law was supposed to help. Healthcare premiums 

have skyrocketed, deductibles have grown so large that insured dollars have 
become unreachable for many families, jobs have been killed, hours available for 

workers restricted, and the promise of the American dream pushed beyond the 
grasp of many striving to make a better life for their family. The damage created by 
Obamacare is extensive and marks one of the largest policy failures in our nation’s 

history. Leaders in Washington must repeal Obamacare and empower the states to 
create free market based solutions that provide Americans access to healthcare 

they can afford from a doctor they trust. 
Other Issues: Like a business or family, pressing issues are numerous and change 

often. In the Legislature I have been effective by gravitating towards whatever 
issues are moving so I could craft conservative solutions to those policy challenges 
and I will continue to look for those opportunities in the U.S. Congress. However, as 

I talk with constituents the top issues I hear all the time are: • Limiting the size and 
scope of government • Border security and stopping illegal immigration • Jobs and 

the Economy • National Security • Repealing Obamacare 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

You may bring this Voters Guide into the voting booth! In 1995, the Texas law prohibiting use of 

printed materials, such as this Voters Guide, in the polling place was ruled unconstitutional (Texas 
Election Code, Section 61.011) 

 

Your vote is your voice.  Be heard. 


