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About this Voters Guide 
This Voters Guide is published by the League of Women Voters of Collin County to 

help citizens prepare to cast an informed vote. The League of Women Voters 
encourages informed and active participation in government. The League does not 
support or oppose any political party or candidate. 

 
This guide is available online at www.lwvcollin.org, along with guides for other 

offices that include all or part of Collin County. Candidate responses for all races are 
also available at www.VOTE411.org, where you can enter an address and view a 
personalized ballot with races specific to that address. 

 
Questionnaires were sent to all candidates for each office, whether or not the race 

is contested. Candidate replies were subject to a character limit and are printed 
without editing or verification. If a candidate did not respond by the deadline, "No 
response received" is printed. Candidates were asked to avoid references to their 

opponents. Photos are included for candidates who provided them. 
 

This Voters Guide is organized by office sought, with candidates listed in 
alphabetical order, regardless of their political party. 
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Texas Senate District 8 
4-year term.  Must be 26 years or older, a U.S. citizen, a resident of Texas, and a 

resident of the district represented. Responsible for representing the citizens of the 
district in which he/she is elected in the Texas Senate.  

 

 
Questions 

Taxes: Should school property taxes and/or franchise taxes be reduced?  If so, 
what sources should be used to make up the resulting public school funding 

shortfall? Do you support transparency for school taxes that are sent to the state 
under Robin Hood? 

 
Transportation: What are the main transportation needs in Texas, and how should 
they be funded? 

 
Education: What changes, if any, should be made to public education in Texas? 

 
Healthcare: What legislation would you support, if any, to ensure comprehensive, 
affordable healthcare for all Texans? 

 
Emergency Preparedness: What does the state need to do to be prepared for 

and provide emergency services and funding after natural disasters?  
 
Other Issues: What other issues do you believe will be most pressing in the next 

session of the Texas Legislature, and what is your position on these issues? 

 

 
 
 

Angela Paxton, Republican Party 
 

 
 

Email: angela@angelapaxton.com 
Website: www.angelapaxton.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/AngelaPaxtonTX 
Phone: (469) 209-5302 
Education: Baylor University - BA, Mathematical Science; University of Houston, 

Clear Lake - MS, Education 

mailto:angela@angelapaxton.com
http://www.angelapaxton.com/
http://www.facebook.com/AngelaPaxtonTX


General Election 2018 LWV-CC Voters Guide TX Senate District 8 

 Page 3 of 5 

 

Experience: 22 year educator (public, private and home school); High School 
math teacher (Lifetime Texas certification in secondary mathematics); School 

Guidance Counselor 
 

Taxes: Texans pay some of the highest property taxes of any state and must have 
relief. Like you, I’m impacted by skyrocketing property taxes, and this continued 
increase is simply unsustainable. We never really “own” our homes; we simply pay 

higher and higher taxes for the privilege of living in our homes. Home ownership 
shouldn’t be threatened by government greed, and an important baseline in any 

taxation is that it must be transparent. The margins tax must be fully repealed. 
Transportation: Collin County is disproportionately tolled and even worse those 
tolls are exported across the state to fund other projects rather than being 

reinvested in needed local projects. Transportation is critical to the continued 
growth of SD8 and Collin County and must be fully funded as a core function of 

government. With three of our four major arteries already being tolled, Collin 
County has more than its fair share of tollways; it doesn’t need more. The 
legislature should prioritize highway funding and budget the money needed for 

Texas roads. 
Education: I’ve devoted 22 years to the rewarding field of education, including 

teaching in public and private schools and homeschooling. I bring an informed and 
personal perspective to the education issue to which our state devotes 52% of its 

general revenues. Robin Hood is an oppressive problem in SD8 and it is time for a 
new start on school finance. My education priority will be focusing education 
spending on the classroom resource that most affects student learning - the 

teacher. As a fiscal conservative, I will keep education policy focused on the priority 
of increasing student achievement. 

Healthcare: Obamacare (ACA) should be repealed and I support efforts to legally 
hinder the implementation of or rescind components of the ACA on both the 
national and state level. Costs have exploded, making affordable healthcare illegal, 

unaffordable and inaccessible. Texas officials should continue to push for the ability 
to make decisions in how to operate Medicaid based on our own knowledge of how 

best to serve the needs of our citizens. Mandates from Washington must be 
opposed. 
Emergency Preparedness: Harvey showed us that Texans help Texans in times 

of need; in many cases it was churches, private entities, charitable organizations, 
and individuals that moved quickly into action. We must find more ways to leverage 

the agility of individuals and these private and charitable organizations such as how 
federal rules were changed following Harvey, allowing churches to use funding to 
assist their neighbors in need. The Harvey catastrophe also underscores why we 

must narrow the purpose of the Rainy Day Fund and protect it for exactly these 
kinds of natural disasters. 

Other Issues: As a border state, Texas must have strong, secure borders and end 
policies that encourage illegal immigration. The Constitution and our borders are 
what define us as a nation. If we fail to protect either, we will cease to exist as a 

place in the world that secures and protects for its citizens the inalienable rights 
afforded us by our Creator, including life, liberty and the pursuit of happiness. I 

fully support the Legislature’s action in passing a ban on sanctuary cities, because 
dangerous criminal aliens who break our laws should be deported. 
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Mark Phariss, Democratic Party 
 

 
 

Email: campaign@markphariss.com 
Website: www.markphariss.com 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/MarkPharissforTexas 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/MarkPhariss 
Phone: (469) 298-9074 

Education: Vanderbilt Law School 
Experience: I have decades of experience in LGBTQ activism, including serving as 

a plaintiff on the Texas marriage equality lawsuit. In addition I sit on the board of 
Equality Texas. 
 

Taxes: Texas' property taxes are rapidly increasing due to the state not adequately 
funding education. State spending has decreased over a 10 year period by approx. 

$339/pupil, forcing local communities to increase property taxes, which particularly 
hurt taxpayers whose wages aren't keeping up with property tax increases. Plano 
ISD, for example, will send approx. $154MM of its citizens' money to Austin this 

year (and approx. $200MM next year), money that could be used for a property tax 
cut. Transparency is essential for voters to see the problem lies in Austin, not with 

local communities. 
Transportation: This past legislative session the Texas legislature passed 

Amendment 12 to SB 312, essentially prohibiting TxDOT from generating funds 
from managed lanes & toll projects, thus eliminating, as the TxDot Executive 
Director testified in 2015, an additional $6 billion per year in transportation funding. 

This must be reversed, giving local communities the ability to decide for themselves 
(rather than Austin deciding for them) whether to fund projects with managed lanes 

and toll roads, especially in high traffic urban areas where both residents and 
businesses will benefit. 
Education: One, the state should adequately fund public education (see first 

answer above) and, two, vouchers should not be used to divert state money away 
from underfunded public education. Teachers, oftentimes underpaid, overworked, 

and frequently purchasing supplies in their classrooms with personal monies, should 
be supported, not vilified, and the state must address the fact that teachers' 
healthcare premiums are increasing faster than wage increases. Pre-K programs 

should be supported (they are ultimately cost-effective in the long run), and special 
education must be supported as well. 

Healthcare: I support legislation that will pressure the Governor to accept a 
Medicaid expansion package that could reduce the number of uninsured in Texas 

mailto:campaign@markphariss.com
http://www.markphariss.com/
http://www.facebook.com/MarkPharissforTexas
https://twitter.com/MarkPhariss
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(approx. 5 million) by approx. 50%. I also support state legislation that would 
provide relief to county and city administrations compensating for unfunded care at 

hospitals and medical facilities, allowing them to expand and care for more patients 
at lower costs. Taking care of our citizens is a founding principle of our state 

government, and I intend to do everything I can to work with the legislature to that 
end. 
Emergency Preparedness: The state has a Rainy Day Fund that the Governor 

refuses to use (but should use) for actual rainy days, such as Hurricane Harvey. 
The state needs to write legislation to clearly define the terms on which these funds 

can (and shall) be used. In addition, the legislature should foster relationships with 
schools, community centers, and other facilities to have a plan in place in case of 
the need for refugee shelters. Underdeveloped areas of the state must have 

infrastructure put in place to give advanced warning and evacuation options. 
Funding these projects will create more jobs in return. 

Other Issues: The Texas legislature has spent too much time on issues Texans do 
not care about, like bathrooms, and not enough on important issues, like education, 
transportation, property taxes, healthcare, and good paying jobs. Education finance 

reform starts with opposing school vouchers, and includes adequately funding 
education to enable local communities to lower property taxes. Making life easier 

for Texas families can be accomplished by extending high speed internet into our 
undeveloped communities, supporting equal pay for women, and making our 

transportation systems safer and more available. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

You may bring this Voters Guide into the voting booth! In 1995, the Texas law prohibiting use of 
printed materials, such as this Voters Guide, in the polling place was ruled unconstitutional (Texas 
Election Code, Section 61.011) 

 

Your vote is your voice.  Be heard. 


