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 VOTERS GUIDE 
   Nonpartisan 

NOVEMBER 5, 2019, GENERAL ELECTION 
PRINCETON CITY COUNCIL & ISD 

Early voting: October 21 – November 1 Election Day Polls: November 5 − 7 am to 7 pm 

 
ABOUT THIS VOTERS GUIDE 
This Voters Guide is published by the League of Women Voters of Collin County to help citizens 
prepare to cast an informed vote. The League of Women Voters encourages informed and 
active participation in government. The League does not support or oppose any political party 
or candidate. 
 
This guide is available online at www.LWVCollin.org, along with guides for other offices that 
include all or part of Collin County.  Candidate responses for all races are also available at 
www.VOTE411.org, where you can enter an address and view a personalized ballot with races 
specific to that address. 
 
Questionnaires were sent to all candidates for each office, whether or not the race is contested. 
Candidate replies were subject to a character limit and are printed without editing or 
verification. If a candidate did not respond by the deadline, "No response received" is printed.  
Candidates were asked to avoid references to their opponents. Photos are included for 
candidates who provided them. 
 
This Voters Guide is organized by office sought, with candidates listed in alphabetical order. 
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Princeton Mayor and City Council 
2-year term, elected citywide. Must be at least 18 years old, a qualified voter, and a resident of 
the city. The City Council establishes city policy through ordinances and resolutions. 
 

 

Question (Uncontested Races) 
 
Priorities: Even though your race is not contested, please share your priorities for the next term 
and how you will address them. 
 

Questions (Contested Races) 
 
Growth: How should the City Council forge healthy growth for the city without resulting in 

overcrowding? 

 
Services: What changes should be made, if any, to city services? What would it take to make 
these changes? 
 
Demographics: How are the city’s demographics changing, and what adjustments are needed 
to city planning, if any, including housing? 
 
Vision: What is your vision for the city in 10 years, and what steps are needed to get there? 
 

Other issues: What are the most important issues you think will come before the City Council in 

the next few years? What are your views on these issues?   

 

John-Mark Caldwell 
Princeton Mayor 

Uncontested 

No response received 
 

 

David Kleiber 
Princeton City Council, Place 1 

Uncontested 

No response received 
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Robert J. Bellon, Jr. 
Princeton City Council, Place 2 

 

 
 
Education: Bachelors of Science- Speech Communication. The University of Texas at Tyler 
Experience: Princeton Planning and Zoning Commission, Place 3 Commission Member 
Email: rj@belloncorp.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/PrincetonCityCouncil/ 
Campaign Phone: (214) 636-6062 
---- 
Growth: We will forge healthy growth without overcrowding if we adhere to the standards set 
forth in the recently adopted update to the Comprehensive Plan.  
Services: I don't believe that any city services require changes at this time. 
Demographics: The City of Princeton estimated its population to be 12,870 in 2018. According 
to the recently adopted Comprehensive Plan, we can expect a residential population of 64-79 
thousand by the year 2050. Community members, city leaders, and elected officials have 
invested time, money, and resources to develop this plan; we should adhere to the standards 
and strategies it has set forth.  
Vision: My vision of the city in 10 years, is for Princeton to be a safe, economically prosperous, 
and tight knit community. I want to maintain a rural/small town feel, where citizens have the 
freedom to utilize private land as they choose without being on top of their neighbors. I would 
like to see more premium offerings in regards to housing and business development. To get 
there, the City Council, EDC, CDC, and P&Z need to continue the collaboration, teamwork, and 
focus. This means more citizens stepping up, being proactive, and getting involved. 
Other issues: The greatest issue I foresee is allowing for growth in a conservative and 
responsible manner. We want to be selective on the type of establishments, residential 
developments, and businesses that we allow to set up shop in our town. We want to appeal to 
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Mike Robertson 

Princeton City Council, Place 2 
 

 
 
Education: AAS Edmonds Community College 1998 Doctor of Chiropractic from Life Chiropractic 
College West 2001 - Graduated Magna Cum Laude 
Experience: 16 years of operating, owning, managing and occasionally selling multiple 
chiropractic clinics. Currently launched a new company to improve continuing education for 
medical professionals. 
Email: mikerobertsondc@gmail.com 
Campaign Phone: (360) 608-1734 
----- 
Growth: Growth and population expansion are happening, our task is to direct this growth to 
create the city of our choosing. Our city is in the advantageous position of having been able to 
observe similar growth patterns in McKinney, Allen, and Plano over the past 20 years. We can 
learn from their trials and adapt the best solutions they have demonstrated to foster growth. 
Over crowding only occurs if we don't plan the roadways for the homes that are arriving. 
Services: The biggest challenge facing Princeton as we are expanding is the astronomical cost of 
water services compared to surrounding cities. Creating a long term plan for managing our 
water costs and communicating to our residents that we have a course plotted to reign in these 
costs will be critical for future growth. I don’t have a plan yet as I don’t have all the information 
regarding the current structure, once I have all the knowledge required I can begin working on 
solutions, hence my decision to join the city council. 
Demographics: The city is becoming a hot bed for young professional families trying to create a 
home for themselves in the expanding DFW housing market. Our city plan needs to accept this 
growth and change to higher density residential housing by planning a consistently designed 
roadway system to accommodate all the residential communities that will be popping up. Just 
throwing a street that connects to 380 is not a solution to this problem. 
Vision:  A 10 year vision for the city is shortsighted at best, negligent at worst. We live in a 
county with massive growth projections over the next 25 years, to accommodate this we need 
to be planning 50 years out and work the plan back. Over the next 10 years creating a master 
plan for our city, destination locations like a downtown to attract businesses and dollars into 
the city’s economy. Create spaces that are accessible to the highway system to draw in large 
company’s and employers. This is where we need to go in the next decade. 
Other issues: We will be cast into the position of a large suburb/city simply as a result of our 
location. Our planning and vision will determine whether we struggle with this growth, or 
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harness it to create something amazing together. I believe in what we can do with Princeton in 
the future and feel that we are at a critical opportunity to stop thinking of ourselves as a small 
town and to position ourselves as a large attractive city. One which pulls employers towards us 
and visitors to our businesses. Our ability to direct and drive talent and opportunity into our city 
is only limited by our leaders. 
 

 

Steven Starkey 

Princeton City Council, Place 2 
No photo provided 

 
Education: University of Texas in Arlington 
Experience: Numerous years of career and volunteer experience with some of the largest 
businesses and 501c3 in North Texas. A member of the National Youth Council on National 
Security. 
Email: steven.x.starkey@gmail.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/Steven-Starkey-for-Princeton-City-Council-
106967170651709/ 
Campaign Phone: (903) 879-1857 
---- 
Growth: I am and many others carry the opinion that this city is going through massive changes. 
I believe the influx of people at higher than expected growth rates are causing the citizens as 
well as the city to have a reactive mentality to the growth. I believe we will continue to annex 
locations and add more residential areas but it is beyond past due for commercial businesses to 
move to Princeton. I think the EDC and CDC is up to the task but all segments of the city must 
grow equally.  
Services: The biggest complaint of so many citizens are current water rates, construction, lack 
of commercial business as well as customer service associated with said services. Personally i 
believe the city does not do enough in terms of being transparent with the citizens they 
represent. I just recently created my account on water advisor for instance, i email city services 
regularly and do not receive responses. Its just disappointing. I do believe city services do have 
the thoughts of the citizens best interest at heart but if that is not communicated you are left 
with the opinions of others. 
Demographics: Princeton is one of the most diverse cities i have ever been a part of. I walk out 
my front door every morning and see a microcosm of the current world. We have many races, 
diverse educational levels and people on all sides of the political spectrum. I see major income 
inequality in regards to the different districts of Princeton. Will the gentrification of the 
downtown area help to create a better perception of that area town? I sure hope so... So many 
of those people I feel are being left behind as the city grows in the other directions.  
Vision: Lets say we want to be the best we can be. We are revitalizing down town , have 
adopted liquor sales at restaurants, we are getting ahead of housing development, we are 
strategically making moves to grow the overall perception of the city. I don't believe we are 
making all the right moves though. I think we have way to many developments coming in. I see 
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way to many for sales signs out and houses left vacant. We are allowing businesses into town 
without much of in my opinion a feasibility study and the citizens are the ones that are dealing 
with the choices. I will go into more detail if i can. 
Other issues: As the city grows, the voices will change and the ideas of the populous will be 
altered. We have exploded with myself being one of the newer citizens to call Princeton home. 
What i see is a ton of new citizens looking for involvement, People that have been in Princeton 
so long are at the other end of the spectrum and just don't expect much more than the status 
quo. The city must be better communicators, we must be more transparent. Give the citizens a 
true voice in meetings, invite them and share the struggles and successes. The city is changing 
we must all adapt along with it. 
 

 

City of Princeton Proposition A:  
 

Shall the terms of office for the elected members of the City Council of the City of Princeton, 
Texas, be set to be a length of three (3) years, for all terms filled by election on or after May 2, 
2020. 
 

Vote For or Against  
 

 

Princeton ISD Board of Trustees 
3-year term, elected district wide.  Must be at least 18 years old, a United States citizen, a 
qualified voter, and a resident of the District. The Board of Trustees makes all final decisions 
regarding school district priorities, policies, personnel, textbooks, expenditures, and growth 
management.  Trustees adopt a budget, levy taxes, and submit bond issues to finance 
construction projects. 
 

 

Unopposed Candidates, Declared Elected 
 

Carol Bodwell 
Ricky Gillespie 

 

 
 

You may bring this Voters Guide into the voting booth! In 1995, the Texas law prohibiting use of 
printed materials, such as this Voters Guide, in the polling place was ruled unconstitutional (Texas 
Election Code, Section 61.011) 

 

Your vote is your voice.  Be heard. 


