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Our	  Mission	  and	  Values	  
 Mission. The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, 
encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government, works to 
increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through 
education and advocacy. 
 
 Core values. We believe that: 

• Grassroots initiatives and consensus building are the strengths of our organization. 
• Our organization models the principles of good government. 
• Before taking action, we must consider and prepare well. 
• Citizenship requires knowledge as well as the ability and will to act. 
• The responsibility of good government rests on the shoulders of its citizens. 
• The rights of citizens at home and abroad are interdependent. 

Our	  Heritage	  

	   HISTORY	  
 The League of Women Voters is an outgrowth of the woman suffragist movement. In 
1919 Carrie Chapman Catt, president of the National American Woman Suffrage Association 
(NAWSA), proposed a nonpartisan, nonsectarian League of Women Voters to obtain 
enfranchisement of women in every state, abolish legal discriminations against women in 
state codes and constitutions, and make democracy safe for the nation and the world. The 
League was first formed as a section within NAWSA and composed of organizations within 
states where suffrage had already been attained. At their convention in Chicago the 
following year, NAWSA dissolved itself and formally organized the League of Women Voters 
of the United States on February 14, 1920. Six months later, the 19th Amendment to the 
U.S. Constitution was ratified, giving women the right to vote after a 72-year struggle. 
 
 The League of Women Voters of Texas was formed on October 19, 1919, in San 
Antonio, when the Texas Equal Suffrage Association was dissolved. The Dallas League 
began as a branch of LWV-TX in 1938. In spring 1974, a member of the Dallas League, Meg 
Titus, met with approximately 50 women interested in organizing a League in Plano--the 
result of one ad in the local paper. The first official meeting of the Provisional LWV of Plano 
was held August 27, 1974. The League of Women Voters of Plano was officially recognized 
in September 1976. As the League has evolved over time to reflect its countywide program 
and voters service activities, the name was changed to the LWV-Plano/Collin County (1986) 
and subsequently to LWV-Collin County (2013). 
 
 


