
 

League of Women Voters is a Nonpartisan Organization 

The LWV never supports or opposes candidates for office or political parties, and any use of the League of 

Women Voters name in campaign advertising or literature has not been authorized by the League. 

 
 

 
 

 VOTERS GUIDE 
   Nonpartisan 

JUNE 5, 2021, RUNOFF ELECTION 
ALLEN CITY COUNCIL  

Early voting: May 24-29, June 1 Election Day Polls: June 5 − 7 am to 7 pm 

 
ABOUT THIS VOTERS GUIDE 
This Voters Guide is published by the League of Women Voters of Collin County to help citizens 
prepare to cast an informed vote. The League of Women Voters encourages informed and 
active participation in government. The League does not support or oppose any political party 
or candidate. 
 
This guide is available online at www.LWVCollin.org, along with guides for other offices that 
include all or part of Collin County.  Candidate responses for all races are also available at 
www.VOTE411.org, where you can enter an address and view a personalized ballot with races 
specific to that address. 
 
Questionnaires were sent to all candidates for each office. Candidate replies were subject to a 
character limit and are printed without editing or verification. If a candidate did not respond by 
the deadline, "No response received" is printed.  Candidates were asked to avoid references to 
their opponents. Photos are included for candidates who provided them. 
 
This Voters Guide is organized by office sought, with candidates listed in alphabetical order. 
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Allen City Council 
3-year term, elected citywide. Must be at least 18 years old, a United States citizen, a qualified 
voter, and a resident of the city. The City Council establishes city policy through ordinances and 
resolutions. 
 

 
Questions  

 
Strategic: What actions should the City Council take to ensure a thriving community in the long-
term? 
Economy: What types of businesses would you like to attract to the city, if any, and what 
should be done to support existing businesses? 
Finance: What would you like to change, if anything, about the city budget and taxation? 
Diversity: What will you do to ensure that diverse populations feel welcome and safe in the city 
and have a voice in city government? 
Services: What changes should be made, if any, to city services? What would it take to make 
these changes? 
Pandemic: How should the City Council balance safety and the economy during the pandemic? 
Other issues: What other important issues are facing the City Council, and how would you 
address them?   
 

 

Dave Cornette 

Allen City Council, Place 3 
 

 
 
Education: Baker Collège- Major Accounting Minor Business Management University of 
Michigan-General Studies 
Experience: Squad Leader US Army National Guard Section Sergeant US Army National Guard 
Email: dave4allen@yahoo.com 
Website: http://dave4allen.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/davecornetteright4allen 
Campaign Phone: (469) 525-3516 
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----- 
Strategic: Increase business in Allen to grow the Tax base so the burden is not upon the 
Citizens. Ensure that Fire/Police/First Responders are properly staffed and trained. I will never 
vote to Defund the Police. Allen has one of the densest populations in Collin County, I say 
enough of apartments, we are on a path to be over-populated. We are putting a strain on the 
electric grid as well as natural recourses like the most basic of them all, water and of course 
extra sewage that has to be treated. 
Economy: I really like the Data Centers we have in Allen. We have "Main Power Lines" that 
stretch through Allen, and it is ideal for data Centers. They are not "Hubs" of employment, but 
they are a great tax generator. Because they don't employ a lot of personnel, they will not be a 
burden on an aging infrastructure of Allen. Not all of Allen is aging, of course, but there are 
parts that do and will need attention in the not so distant future. 
Finance: I would fight for a No New Revenue tax in Allen. Plano and McKinney have achieved 
this, there is no reason why Allen cannot. I would love to expand businesses in Allen to help 
lower the burden on home owners in Allen. 
Diversity: It is in my campaigning. I am reaching out to all of Allen to talk to as many people as I 
can, to get their input and extending an invite to get involved. I have been attending different 
Clubs as well in out area, encouraging them to get involved and to let them know once I am 
elected that they will have a friend on City council. No one should feel left out in their 
community. 
Services: I honestly do not see where a change needs to be made. In my meet n greets there is 
no one asking for more out of Allen Government. We are breaking ground on a new Rec Center, 
we have plans for another Fire Station, we have the event center that I would love to see to be 
used more, we have an convection center, a trail system that is top notch and being improved, 
parks that are award winning. 
Pandemic: I think that they city has done more than enough to help protect citizens during 
these trying times. Some will say not enough, others will say that they over stepped their 
bounds. No matter what some will want more or less of government overreach. I, myself, I 
would never violate someone's Constitutional Rights when making these decisions. Just today 
the Governor announced the lifting of the mandates and forced closures. Some will praise this 
others will not. I personally agree with the Governor. If some want to continue wearing the 
mask, I support their rights to do so. 
Other issues: DART seems to something some want. It would cost Allen about $800 million to 
get DART service here in. We would have to get rid of our EDC and CDC as well. I cannot and will 
not support such a measure that would bankrupt our City. People do not move to Allen 
expecting DART. Apartments, I am not anti-Apartment but Allen is one of the densest City's in 
Allen. Either we stay that big little town or we become Dallas. People moved to Allen for a 
reason and it wasn't because they wanted to live in Dallas. 
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Lauren Doherty 

Allen City Council, Place 3 
 

 
 
Education: BA, Astrophysics, Princeton University 
Experience: Business Consulting, Mitchell Madison Group; Business Analysis, Kinko’s; Benefits 
Administration, CKE; CASA of Collin County; PTA President; Board Member, Collin County 
Homeless Assoc.; Keep Allen Beautiful, Library Board, Animal Shelter Board 
Email: lauren@laurenforallen.com 
Website: http://www.LaurenForAllen.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/LaurenForAllen 
Twitter: twitter.com/LaurenForAllen 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/laurenforallen/ 
Campaign Phone: (214) 733-7961 
----- 
Strategic: For new development, we need to focus our growth efforts along the 121 corridor. 
This is where we are expecting large mixed-use projects to bring additional jobs, housing and 
shopping opportunities. Corporate tax dollars from that development will help keep our 
residential tax rate low and free up City resources to support existing business owners. The City 
must also invest in long term strategic planning that is able to pivot with changing populations 
and expectations. If we have learned nothing else this last year it is that we should expect the 
unexpected. 
Economy: I would like to see a redeveloped downtown or “CBD” area around Allen and Main 
that attracts small retail and restaurant businesses with pedestrian traffic. Mid-to-large sized 
businesses within the mixed-use developments belong along the 121 corridor. We have 
recently created a new department to address aging neighborhoods and commercial areas. As 
our city moves out of growth mode we will need to shift more and more of our energy to 
supporting these areas. Existing areas should be redeveloped incrementally instead of 
bulldozed and replanned. Incremental change is much more sustainable. 
Finance: Our budget process is open to the public, but we get very little input at our public 
hearings and very few residents, if any, show up to the workshops. I would like to use our 
budget process as an opportunity to engage with and educate our residents about how we are 
using their tax dollars. Residents have strong feelings about these things, but we are not 
connecting with them during the actual process. 
Diversity: My platform has always included diversity, equity, and inclusion. Since I was elected I 
have pushed for the city to create a DEI board under the city umbrella and I’m proud to say that 
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we are finally moving forward on that front. It has become a top five priority for the Council and 
the Mayor is appointing a Task Force to study the issue. I am hoping they prepare a 
comprehensive document that addresses city policy, boards and commissions, as well as 
community engagement. We already have an incredibly diverse population, but we can always 
improve our equity and inclusion efforts. 
Services: As our community ages we may see the needs of the residents change. We will need 
to recognize that, along with surrounding communities, the homeless and housing insecure are 
becoming a larger portion of our neighbors. The city may need to give more resources to 
assisting residents and working with community partners. I already see this happening because 
of the economic crisis that many of our residents are experiencing. For now, it is considered to 
be a temporary service, but it may need to become a long term service if our residents aren’t 
able to quickly recover. 
Pandemic: I do not believe the two are opposing concepts. Public safety is a prerequisite for a 
vital economy. No matter how you “open” the economy, if the public doesn’t feel safe to go out 
and shop or dine, business will suffer. Allen did as much as possible within their legal authority 
to protect the public health during the pandemic. Our fire department staff worked hard to 
educate business owners on safely opening, we advised the public about what precautions they 
should take to protect themselves, and we prepared and planned for an efficient vaccine 
rollout. 
Other issues: The most important issue facing us is climate change. We need to make our city 
resilient in the face of worsening weather events like the deep freeze we just experienced. We 
already put a lot of emphasis into water conservation, and our residents understand the 
importance of this so I think they will also get behind a comprehensive Climate Action Plan. The 
Plan starts with measuring local impact on greenhouse gas emissions, then sets a reduction 
goal, and makes a plan to reach it. It also includes plans to harden our infrastructure and will 
help us reduce the cost of running the city. 
 

 

Philip Brewer 
Allen City Council, Place 5 

 

 
 
Education: B.A. Psychology 
Experience: I have a 20 year career in banking and considerable philanthropic leadership and 
service experience that have helped to shape strong core competencies that I believe are 
beneficial to our city, and equip me to be a leader who represents all of Allen. 
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Email: philip@philipforallen.com 
Website: http://www.philipforallen.com 
Facebook: http://www.facebook.com/philipbrewer4allen 
Instagram: philipforallen 
----- 
Strategic: As Allen has grown and evolved, so has the composition of its residents. To ensure a 
thriving community long-term, council must understand the changing needs of residents and 
provide opportunities and means to seek out understanding around those needs and provide 
all residents an outlet for their voice to be heard and considered for future planning. 
Economy: I would like to attract businesses that share the same values as our community, such 
as family, education, quality of life and preserving the natural beauty of our city. Businesses 
who are willing to work within the vision of the city, as partners, focused on the best means to 
accomplish goals while enhancing our community. I believe we can improve the support of our 
businesses by complimenting existing resources such as the EDC and Chamber of Commerce. 
One example is establishing a comprehensive means of communication to share pertinent 
issues important to our local businesses. 
Finance: I believe that Allen has done a good job in balancing the budget and maintaining one 
of the lowest tax rates in the county. In addition, the city has consistently received high bond 
ratings reflecting its strong fiscal management and steady growth of its tax base. These ratings 
provide significant savings to taxpayers by qualifying the city for lower interest rates. As a 
councilmember I will work with our city manager and leaders to keep taxes low and fiscal 
management strong without sacrificing services or the quality of life our resident’s desire. 
Diversity: I have spent the past year working with our current council to help establish a board 
focused on community feedback and inclusivity. While this is still in the planning stages, I am 
committed to continuing this work which will allow our diverse population greater access to city 
government. In addition, I have also worked closely with Allen PD reviewing the policies, 
procedures and needs of our police officers and can speak confidently as to the work being 
done to keep this community welcoming to all and the willingness of Police Chief Harvey to be 
open, listen and value resident feedback. 
Services: The City of Allen is currently undergoing a water meter replacement program which 
will greatly improve the data collection, billing, and usage for our residents. In addition, one of 
our city managers top priorities is an infrastructure assessment. This assessment will provide 
the blueprint of how to maintain, or possibly implement, the best possible services on an 
ongoing basis for the City of Allen. As a councilmember I will work with our city manager and 
leaders to ensure our residents have the required quality of services and that we do so in a 
fiscally responsible manner. 
Pandemic: As a councilmember it is my duty to model responsible behaviors, prioritize the 
safety of city staff and residents and support our local economy safely and responsibly. I believe 
that Allen has done that over the past year. The safety of city staff and residents was 
prioritized, applicable orders adhered to, the city worked collaboratively providing support to 
our economy through programs such as #shopallen, distributing funds received as part of the 
Cares Act and our Allen FD have been leaders in local vaccinations. And I will continue to 
responsibly support our city leaders and community. 
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Other issues: Public Safety: I am a proud supporter of our first responders and will continue to 
work to ensure that our community receives the best in police and fire. We can do this through 
continued improvement in our recruiting and hiring practices, expanded training opportunities, 
mental health support and ensuring we provide fair and equitable pay. The men and women of 
Allen PD/FD put their lives in harm’s way daily and through investing in our first responders we 
can be sure all our residents are receiving the best possible care and feel safe and protected in 
Allen. 

 

 

Dave Shafer 
Allen City Council, Place 5 

 

 
 
Experience: Small Business Owner since 2008 in the fields of civil process service, corporate and 
insurance fraud investigations, and criminal defense investigations. 
Email: shafercampaign@yahoo.com 
Website: http://shaferforallen.com 
Facebook: http://facebook.com/shaferforallen 
Campaign Phone: (214) 545-4700 
----- 
Strategic: The council should reduce the city budget and in turn reduce property taxes to 
ensure residents are not taxed out of their own homes and renters are not priced out of theirs. 
Much of this can be accomplished by seeking and finalizing contracts with private venue 
operators for the city owned golf course and event center, which generally operate with 
deficits, requiring tax-payer subsidies. Additionally, law enforcement and other first responders 
should always have the support of the council, as they provide the necessary safety needed for 
a thriving community. 
Economy: While Allen is home to a variety of businesses to serve the community, what I hear 
citizens most often ask for, and intend to seek if elected, are high-end five star dining 
experiences. Additionally, citizens on the east side of town should have more convenient 
options for acquiring basic needs. In the process of revitalizing the east-side of town, I intent to 
seek out purveyors of smaller grocery chains to provide residents of the east side of town more 
convenient options. 
Finance: Right now, Allen citizens complain they can't afford to retire and still live in Allen. 
Why? Because they're paying too much in taxes. A common taxing authority tactic is to claim a 
reduction in taxes by reducing the rate, but with property values on the rise, lowering the rate 
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still doesn't necessarily prevent a tax hike. The budget should be reduced in such a manner as 
to allow a reduction of the tax rate to or below the No New Revenue rate. My commitment to 
the citizens of Allen is to not vote for a budget which fails to meet the No New Revenue Rate. 
Diversity: Allen is a city where diverse populations should already feel welcome and safe, as 
well as have a voice in city government. If elected, I intend to make myself as available to all 
citizens as possible, so that any concerns can be readily voiced. I also intend to push for a 
revitalization of the lower-income areas of the city, so those who may have difficulty obtaining 
necessities will hopefully have closer and easier access to such necessities. 
Services: The City of Allen already provides top notch services to citizens. I see no reason to 
fundamentally alter these services. 
Pandemic: While I understand concerns regarding safety and the pandemic, it is not the 
council's place to dictate the actions of free people. Encouragements based on science can and 
should be made, as well as requirements regarding city owned property. However, government 
in general should be careful to avoid overreach with the regard to an individual's freedom, 
business, or property. 
Other issues: The thing that comes to mind is the rampant urbanization of our city. Should I be 
elected, I will not support variances to zoning which might allow for additional multi-family 
units. This is not a statement of being anti-apartment, but rather a statement of belief that we 
currently have too many apartments, between what has already been build, is being built, and 
what can be built "by right." Additionally, I will not support mass transit entering our great city. 
 
 
 
 

You may bring this Voters Guide into the voting booth! In 1995, the Texas law prohibiting use of 
printed materials, such as this Voters Guide, in the polling place was ruled unconstitutional (Texas 
Election Code, Section 61.011) 

 


